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HIGH SCHOOL COMMENCEMENT. 








The graduating class of '89 of the Ellen- 
dale High school received their friends 
and fellow citizens Friday evening, June 
21st, 1889, 1n court house hall which was 
elegantlydecorated for the occasion. ‘The 
stave was carpeted and surmounted by 
an arch of evergreen bearing in white 
letters the class wnotto “Not for school 
but for life we learn” and behind the class, 
at the back of the stage was a mass of 
beautiful blossoms and graceful foliage. 
On the left of and in front of the stage a 
fountain sent up graceful jets of spray 
from a mass of foliage. il 

The house was erowded, far in excess, 
of its seating capacity, and the Bllendale 
Cornet band having executed an overture. 
Kev, A. H, Garman opened sthe exercises 

Pray ge The choir 
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with an appropriate : voir | 
then rendered the “Village of the Vale,” 
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| her er address on “Our To-morrows," It is 
ren zx EY to say that her theme 
well. dreated, well memorized, and 





of. tone, pronunciation and accent. 
| The following extracts we deem worthy of 
| publication: 
| “ffwe could first know whence we are, 
j and whither we arə tending we could 
| better judge what to do, and how to do it. 
The past is gone, the present is ours, the 
| future is but a possibility. Wehave been, 
we are, but who can tell whether we 
shall be?" 
| ‘The fair graduate pursued this line óf 
thought as to the uncertainty of human 
life, with considerable ability, though in 
| future time she will learn not to dupli- 
cate a figure or thought when one strong 
presentation of itis so much more effect- 
ive, and realizing that at the best man's 
life has its. only sure hope in the life 
eternal,she elosed as follows: 
© “Shall aot we, clothed in white, tread 
the golden streets, behold our forms re- 
flected from the jasper walls, and 
listen with unceasing delight, to the 
swelling strains of music from the harps 
of gold, as they echo through the arch- 
ways and around the architraves of “the 
temple not made with hands?” 

Miss Mary Brown's essay on “Character 
was a really strong and deserving effort, 
from which we collect, asit were, a grain 
of gold from amino of noble thoughts 
and earnest sayings. 

“Phere is a structure, every one is 
building, young and old, each for himself, 
it is called “character” and every act is a 
stone. It is going up momment by 
mommeut, day by day, and year by year. 
There is no resting in the building; it is 
progressing with every thought of the 
builder. It is a structure that will stand 
for all time. It cannot be torn down by 
our enemies, or perfected by our friends." 

“very one is his own architect, and it 
lies with each, whether he erects a beauti 
ful structure, or one that is hideous alike 
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But as one leak will sink a ship, and 
one flaw break a chain, 80 one mean dis- 
honorable or untruthful act will forever 
leave 158 impression and influence upon 
our character.—Lhe secret thought 
| never expressed, the inward indulgence 
in imaginary wrong, the lie never told for 
want of courage, the wrong never in- 
dulged in for fear of public rebuke, the 
irreverence of the heart, are just as effec- 
tive in staining the character as though 
the world knew all about them. 
“Sum 16 up then as you will, character 
is the great desideratum of human life. 
This truth sublime in its simplicity, is the 
highest form of religion, the first that 
youth should learn, and the last that age 
should forget. 
“The value of character is the standard 
of human progress.” 
“He who enters upon any pursuit, 
amusement, pleasure, habits or course of 
life, without considering the effect upon 
his character, is not a trae or an honest 
man. 
“He whose words of thought, state of 
feeling, every day acts, common language, 
and whole outward life, are not directed 
by a wise reference to their influenoee 
upon his character, is a man always to be 
watched. Just as a man prizes his char- 
acter so is he. This is the true standard 
of man.” 
| After a duet by Mrs. Fred Walker and 
| Mrs. Robert Lindersmith “All things are 
beautiful" which was sweetly and effect- 
ively rendered, Mr. James E. Ross de- 
livered an essay on “The elements of suc- 
cess" Mr. Ross is we understand, from 
Brown county, and intends, as does 
nearly all the graduating class to teach, 
for some years at least. In some things 
he repeated the same truths uttered by 
Miss Brown in the previous easay, dwell- 
ing naturally and equally on tho necess- 
ity of possessing a good character. True 
to his sex characteristics, however, he 
most energetically considered the best 
methods of attaining success in material 
things, while the girls as a rule are more 
inchned to dwell upon that excellence of 
| mind, heart and soul; which is not de- 
pendent on propriety for its perfection. 
It 1s as it should be, for men must hew 
out a livelihood for themselves and their 
loved ones, and women for the most part 
| keep alive in young hearts the fires of 
purity, charity and reverence, which 
alone keeps mankind from averiee greed, 
selfishness and brutality. We quote 
from Mr. Ross’ essay the following: 
. "Difficulties arouse us to greater activ- 

ity and zeal, and inspire within us a de- 
| terminetion to go forward, to conquer or 
| to die.” 
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“Ambition is a rime, say some, and 
point to the vast aggregate of human 
misery caused by the ambition of Napo- 
leon Bonaparte, Butif the ambition be 
a worthy one who shall blame it? If it 
be to live a good life, to become a true 
soldier, a great statesman, or profound 
philosopher, then all is well, but if it 
must be furthered by the downfall of 
others, then it is a crime.’ 

“So then when you start out in life, 
put away all thoughts of genius or super- 
iority you will never win success, unless 
you are determined to labor for it with all 
your God given powers." 

Mr. Ross closes his theme, however, 
with a saying which indicates that he 
recognizes the influence of God on human 
life and effort. 

“And while you are toiling for success 
strive to remember that the highest 
authority gives us this injunction and 
promise.—Be not weary 1n well doing, for 
in due time ye shall reap, if ye faint not.” 

Miss Ada L. DeGraff, who has for the 
| past few weeks been teaching school as 
| well as keeping up with her classes, chose 
for her subject “Silent Influence,’ We 
quote from it as follows: 

“There is certainly in our midst a 
silent subtle agent for good or evil, wield- 
| ing its mighty irresistable power. Though 
noiseless and unseen, it is no less power- 
ful, but like the attraction of the lode- 
-} stone to the magnet, the weaker mind is 
| attracted to and depends upon the strong- 
er. “No man liveth to himself,’ but our 
|lives are so linked together that every 
human being is a center for goed or evil. 
| his lifeis a progress, not a statioe. He 
| must either bea light to illuminate, or 
a tempest to destroy. 

“Hach of our acts is à seed sown in the 
| field of life,in due time this will bring forth 
| its fruit, and it is in our power to say 
; whether it be bliss or bane, every word 
| that is uttered flies with arrow like speed 
| to its destiny. . Though it may not strike 
| the mark for which it was intended, it is 
not, Poen Jost n sinks deep into some | 
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“Our desire should not be to utter 
praise, attain glory, gain gold. ease, power, 
or pleasure, but to despondent stricken 
heart impart joy, to some sad despairing 
soul send a heaven born ray of hope that 
that will lift weighty doubts and brighten 
alife for some one. When our earthly 
career ends, and we stand before eternity 
will it not be a greater source of joy to 
us to have cheered the sorrowing, to have 
piloted a weary pilgrim to the better 
country, by an. eye of faith, to have won 
afew stars for our heavenly crown, than 
to possess earth’s richest treasures, or 
fames brightest laurels? 

“The past has taught its lesson, the 
present has its duty, and the future its 
hope." 

Mrs. Fred Walker then sang a pleas- 
ing solo “In a httle Fisher Village," 
after which Miss Eva H. Irwin’s essay 
"Step by step," was m order, From it we 
offer the following selections. “EIn the 
beginnine God ereated the heavens and 
the earth, and the earth was without form 
and void, and darkness was upon the 
face of the deep, and God said let there 
be light and there was light.” “So mueh 
we know and no more, of the ereation of 
the universe, which is now and will ever 
remain to human understanding, a prob- 
lem to be solved yet unsolvable. Seience | 
it is true has attempted to reconcile it 
with the outgrowth of natural causes, but 
with ifs usual assumption, has go con- 
| founded supreme wisdom with human 
folly, that we are as much in the dark as 
ever, as tO its comprehension, Since the 
| evolution of a world from chaos, nothing 

has been accomplished, without the toil 
[ot human hands, and the aching of weary 





brains. The temples and towers of the 
ancients consumed ages in their construc- 
tion, and some of them to-day are going 
inch by inch to decay, by the same tardy 
process, that step by step brought them 
to completion. So inobediance to order, 
the first law of Heaven,civilization has won 
its victories, beginning with the least, 
‘since from the least, the greatest of 
originates, till barbarism and super- 
stition have fled from its advancing 
lights. The marvellous growth of this 
western empire attests the wisdom of 
this slow process of development, and 
nowhere is it more vividly illustrated 
than in the history of Dakota. Not half 
a generation ago the foraging ground of 
beasts of prey, and the den of lurking say- 
ages, an isolated trackless desert. To- 
day bearing the seal of the common- 
wealth as twin sisters in the family of the 
union, whose flag we love, and whose foes 
we defy. Step by step came the tide of 
emigration which made us what we are. 
Churches were built, and school houses 
reared their heads 1n uncultivated places, 
which rejoiced in the songs of the child- 
ren, and grew bright with rosy faces that 
looked and wondered at the stretch of 
fertile plains. We may. make no marked 
impression upon the age in which we live 
but we can daily so order our lives, that 
the world will have been better for our 
having lived, and when we come step by 
step tothe end of our earthly pilgrim- 
age, we may hear that welcome call— 
“Come up higher, Thou hast been faith- 
fulover a few things; I will make the 
ruler over many things.” 

“American Progress” by Miss Ella De 
Graff, abounds in brief but comprehen- 
siye deductions and statements, which 
show that the authoress has really stud- 
led the history of her native land, and 
.| feels what she writes. We copy merely 
the opening and closing paragrephs, but 
it was all good. 
































“Phe autpentic history or ine United 
States is comprised in four centuries, 
all back of that rests upon rumors and 
traditions, and is largely mythical. A 
volume might be written concerning pre- 
historie America. ‘Those dusky men of 
the hilside and the river bank, from 
whenee came they, and when? what is 
their eonnecting link with the rest of 


| mankind? form very interesting subjects 


‘for thought and study, but whatever we 
| may say is but theory or supposition, and 


we know no more of them than before." 

“The storyis done. The Republic has 
passed through stormy times, but has at 
last entered her second century in safety 
and peace. The clouds that were re- 
cently so black overhead have broken, 
and are sinking below Xie horizon. ‘The 
equality of all men befcre the law has 
been written with the iron pen of war, in 
the constitution of the Nation. ‘The 
union of the States has been consecrated 
anew by the blood of patriots, and the 
tears of the lowly.” 

After the quartette, “The song of the 
Whippoorwill,” Miss Mattie M. Irwin es- 
sayed in the guise of a parable or vision 
to let a little light on “Class prophecy." 
The successful lawyer and politician, the 
teacher, preceptress and Mistress of the 
White House; the beautiful 1nventress of 
beneficial machinery, processes and ap- 


pliances; the lovely seeker after truth and 


beauty, and above all of charity and good- 


ness; the suceessful author, the fair artist, 


| appreciated and famous; are portrayed in 


such words as young and untried hearts 
use in speaking of the splendid possibil- 


| ities of life. May all her prophecies be 


true, if God wills, and if not, may each of 
her companions be reconciled to His will 
and be content. She, however, with a 
natural modesty really gives us no hint 
of what she hopes in life, for her sister or 
herself, and others. So may we all live 


That when our summons comes to join 
The innumerable acarvan that moves 
To that mysterious realm where each shall take 
His chamber in the silent halls of death, 
e go, not like the quarry slave, at night, 
Scourged to his dungeon; but sustained and 
southed 
yan unfaltering trust, approach our graves 
Like those who wrap the drapery of their 
couch about them, — | 
And lie down to pleasant dreams. 
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Of the valedietory by Mr. B. R. Crab- 
tree, wo quote only the close. It con. 
ains much worthy of thought by all in- 
terested in the schools of Ellendale; 

“Duty dimly seen may lead to error, 
and we reach false conclusions from know- 
ing only a part of the truth. In propor- 
| tion as our vision is clear and accurate 
| and our affections pure and noble, will 
our lives be satisfactory to ourselves, 

beneficial to society, and pleasing to God. 

To-night brings to a close another year 
of school life and we, as a class, wish to 
express our thanks to the people of Ellen- 
dale for their courteousness and the inter- 
est they have shown in the advancement 
of educational facilities. 

To the board of education we feel under 
special obligations for the interest you 
have shown and the aid you have given 
towards making the past year so success- 
ful and beneficial. 

The steps you have taken towards the 
| future advancement of the school of Ellen- 
| dale, are worthy of the highest commen- 
| dation; for it is by acts like these, that man 
| proves an active factor for the advance- 
| ment of others. 
| To our teacher, we would say that we 
| earnestly thank you for your labors dur- 

ing the past two years. 

For our welfare and advanement, you 
have shown an interest, the equal of 

| which is but seldom exhibited in connec- 
tion with school life; and now that the 
| time has come, that will hereafter, per- 
| haps forever, sever our relations as teach- 
er and pupils, it is with feelings of deep 
| rai ret and Sorrow that we bid you fare- | 














| well. 
Out parents, who have borne with us 
| and watcher over our lives in the past 
| years, we feel that to you, we owe a debt 
ote auido in ean never be repaid. 
n Jur greatest desire is, that we may live 
r a li Jito th ib will b ae table to your teach- 
Hof ees to the troubles EN you have 
j ehalf, which, even at the 
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My classmates, we meet to-night, in all 
probability, for the last time in connec- 
tion with school life; for our paths from 
this point diverge and we find ourselves 
compelled to travel new and strange by- 
ways, the destiny of which we have no 
definite idea, although we have accom- 
plished the design that urged us on in our 
labors during the past years; yet the 
thoughts of having to sever our pleasant 
relations in school life, overbalance the 
pleasure of having reached this, our first 
resting place; and we cannot but exper- 
iencea feeling of sorrow. 

: But if it be impossible for us to renew 
{the pleasure of school life in the future, 
|letus press on in the course we have 
| taken, and so shape our lives that we will 
be able to gather together again, a com- 
plete class in the higher school of heaven." 

Mr. W: G. Lockhart conferred the di- 
plomas with fitting words; Mrs. Linder- 
smith and Mrs. Walker sang that beauti- 
ful dueti“Gently, gently sighs the breeze;" 
and after the benediction the assembly 
dispersed. 

We congratulate our fellow citizens 
that they possess schools and teachers 
which can send out intothe world young 
men and women, with such love of learn- 
|1ng, true views of character, ambition to 
| succeed, and belief in and hope of a better 
life beyond. ‘The flowers bloom on the 
|8tage no more, the fountain no longe: 
|leaps up in the lamp-light, the seats are 
deserted and the elass exists no longer; 
but true women, and industrious hope- 
fulmen have cast a last look back at 
their childhood, and haye stepped into 
the arena of human life. May the par- 
ents who have loved, the teachers who 
‘| have taught, the friends who admire, and 
the friends who hereafter shall know 
them, be content with and appreciate tho 
| gifts which the free schools of Dakota 
are yearly preparing for this genoration, 
strong bodies, active minds and pure 
souls, desirous of learning, worthy of 
success by faithful service, 





